LaunchRALEIGH Virtual Pitch Competition After Graduation
Calendar, Guidelines and Agenda
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Calendar:

Nov:            Build enthusiasm for the Pitch Competition with entrepreneurs before classes are over. 

Dec 1:         Graduation from LaunchRALEIGH
Dec 8:          Mentor Match Night

Dec 15:        Host an informal zoom meeting for Pitch Manager to describe the competition plus Q&A 

Jan 6:           Zoom call initiated by Pitch Manager so judges can meet and discuss strategy plus Q&A 

Jan 16:         Round 1: Three minute Pitch video due from each contestant. Use www.MyInterview.com 
Jan 16-19:   3-person panel of Judges evaluate videos and select top 5.
Jan 20:        Top 5 entrepreneurs told they have been selected to pitch on Feb 2nd
Feb 2:          Round 2: Virtual Pitch Competition live on Zoom

Feb 3.          Checks are mailed to winners.

Guidelines for Round 1 Pitch Night:

· Entrepreneurs are provided with a link to www.MyInterview.com. They have 5 minutes to answer one question: “Take 5 minutes to tell us about yourself, your business, and what makes it great.  Be sure to include how you plan to get more customers and grow your business.” 

· Each interview generates a link and all the links are sent to the judges for evaluation. 
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Guidelines for Round 2 Pitch Night:

· One representative from each company gets maximum 5 minutes to present to Panel of Judges
· Presentation is immediately followed by 5 minutes of Q&A

· Maximum of 4 slides per contestant. Contestants may bring samples/product for Judges to evaluate.

· After the 5 presentations are complete, Judges evaluate and announce the winner the same night. 

· Judges use an online Google doc to record their ratings. Results are available almost immediately. 
· 1st Place awarded $1,000  2nd Place awarded   $500  3rd/4th/5th Place awarded $250
· We promote this event to all past LaunchWakeCounty Graduates, mentors, Chamber of Commerce, SCORE, WRAL, News & Observer, local Rotary Clubs
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2021 PITCH CONTEST
February 2, 2021

Welcome:

6:00-6:10:  Matthew Kane/Rotary. Overview of LaunchRALEIGH

6:05-6:10:  Steve Wingerter, Pitch Manager – Introduction of Judges and Guests

6:10-6:15:  Rotary Club – Surprise Announcement

6:15-6:20:  Rules Outline

6:20-7:15:  Pitches

7:15-7:25:  Judges Meet – Introduce any Launch Community Partners now
7:25-7:30:  Winners Announced.  
Rules for Pitch Presentations:

5 Minutes to Present

5 Minutes Q&A

